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COST OF LIVING — FEES AND CHARGES 
152. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Treasurer: 
Given that the Treasurer promised Western Australian families on 31 May 2021 that he would keep increases to 
household fees and charges capped at inflation, which was then 1.75 per cent, will he maintain that approach in 
the 2022–23 budget, noting that the consumer price index is currently at an alarming 5.7 per cent a year, year on 
year, through to December or will he guarantee a freeze on fees and charges to ease the burden on families who 
are already struggling to make ends meet? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the Deputy Leader of the Opposition for the question. Obviously, the budget will come down in May—as 
he would expect me to answer his question—and we will provide advice at that time on what the approach will be on 
all these things. But I want to make it clear that we do understand that cost-of-living pressures have been significant 
on families across Western Australia, particularly in light of what has gone on in Ukraine with the Russian invasion 
and not only what that is doing to the cost of goods such as fuel, but also the pressure that that is placing on other 
goods across Australia and, indeed, Western Australia. We are very aware that this pressure is there. 
Our record does stand, though, and it is very clear what our record is. When we compare our government with the 
last Liberal–National government, cost-of-living increases have been significantly less, particularly when it comes to 
electricity and water charges, which are running at roughly half the increases of the last Liberal–National government. 
I remember being in here during those years, particularly during the first term of the last Liberal–National government, 
and the price of electricity was put up by 20 or 30 per cent in one year. That is what they did when they were in office. 
On the other hand, we recognise that cost-of-living pressures are there. In the last budget we kept them at or below 
the rate of inflation—I think that was the case in the budget before that as well. We also provided a $600 electricity 
rebate in 2020, which the Liberal Party condemned. When we provided that support for households, the Liberal Party 
condemned it and said that it was a mistake. What that did was provide some support to families, particularly as we 
came out of the most dramatic impacts of COVID in 2020 with its cost-of-living pressures. 
There have been a few examples more recently. We have provided free rapid antigen tests to families across 
Western Australia. Again, the opposition has condemned that. We are the only government in Australia providing free 
RATs to families across the state, and we will do more of it. On top of that, we also came up with the amazing two-zone 
fare policy, which we took to the state election and which has been rolled out to 75 per cent of the state’s population. 
Some families actually save up to $3 000 a year through that policy—a saving of $3 000 a year from a state government 
policy that has enhanced the use of public transport and ensures that people do not pay too much for it. At the same time, 
we kept the Country Age Pension Fuel Card and a range of other initiatives, and put the entitlement up in some cases. 
Our record is there. We understand that the issue is out there in the community. We accept that it is significant for 
many families and we are very aware of it in the lead-up to the preparation of the budget. 
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